
	   	  

	  

Country	  	   Malaysia	  	  

Publication	   Nanyang	  Siang	  Pau	  

Date	   16	  January	  2015	  

Page	   Prime	  News,	  Page	  A9	  

Position	  &	  Size	  
Right	  Page	  (Colour)	  
12	  cm	  (W)	  x	  29	  cm	  (H)	  

	   	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	   	  

Translation	  

Headline:	  MOSTI	  heeds	  PM’s	  call	  to	  design	  innovative	  houses	  for	  people	  

Kuala	   Lumpur,	   15	   January	   2015:	   Deputy	  Minister	   of	   Science,	   Technology	   and	   Innovation	  
Datuk	  Dr	  Abu	  Bakar	  said	  that	   in	  response	  to	  the	  recent	  devastating	  flood	  in	  the	  east	  coast,	  
the	   Ministry	   of	   Science,	   Technology	   and	   Innovation	   (MOSTI)	   is	   looking	   into	   designing	  
innovative,	   inexpensive	   and	   good	   houses	   for	   the	   people,	   bringing	   about	   “1Malaysia	  
Innovative	  Housing	  Subsidies”,	  as	  well	  as	  deploying	  water	  filter	  machines,	  to	  filter	  and	  purify	  
river	  water	  into	  drinking	  water.	  

He	   said,	   Prime	   Minister	   Datuk	   Seri	   Najib	   has	   directed	   his	   ministry	   to	   come	   up	   with	   a	  
permanent	   solution	   for	   the	   flood	   problem.	   For	   the	   well-‐being	   of	   flood	   victims,	   MOSTI	   is	  
stepping	  up	   its	  research	  to	  come	  up	  with	  an	  affordable	  and	  good	  quality	   innovative	  home.	  
Currently	  several	  design	  suggestions	  are	  already	  in	  discussion,	  the	  size	  of	  each	  house	  ranging	  
from	  500	  square	  feet	  to	  800	  square	  feet.	  

Research	  and	  Development	  on	  Water	  Filter	  Machine	  

At	   the	   same	   time,	   after	   attending	   the	  Media	  Appreciation	  Ceremony,	  Datuk	  Dr	  Abu	  Bakar	  
said	   in	   the	   press	   conference,	  MOSTI	   is	   also	   finding	   solutions	   to	   the	   resulting	  water	   crisis,	  
MOSTI	   is	   working	   with	   University	   of	   Technology	   Malaysia	   (UTM),	   through	   its	   previous	  
funding	  to	  the	  university’s	  research	  and	  development	  in	  developing	  a	  mobile	  water	  filtration	  
system	  to	  filter	  and	  purify	  river	  water	  into	  drinking	  water.	  

He	  said	  that	  the	  mobile	  filtration	  unit	  can	  be	  installed	  by	  the	  river,	  and	  is	  capable	  of	  filtering	  
and	  purifying	  the	  river	  water	  and	  turn	  it	  into	  drinkable	  clean	  water	  on	  site.	  

“A	  machine	   can	   produce	   enough	   clean	   water	   for	   2000	   to	   3000	   people,	   I	   have	   suggested	  
purchasing	  30	  filter	  machines	  in	  the	  initial	  stage	  to	  be	  installed	  in	  the	  relevant	  area.”	  

He	   added,	   even	   in	   the	   dry	   season,	   the	   filter	   machine	   could	   be	   deployed	   through	  
underground	  water	  source.	  

He	  said,	  the	  machine	   is	  expected	  to	  cost	  approximately	  RM400	  thousand	  each,	  and	  will	  be	  
submitted	  to	  the	  Treasury	  for	  consideration	  and	  approval.	  

He	  also	  pointed	  out	   that	  once	  MOSTI	   completes	   its	   feasibility	   study	  on	   the	  proposal,	   they	  
will	  present	  a	  recommendation	  to	  the	  Government.	  

Help	  Flood	  Victims	  with	  Computer	  Data	  Recovery	  

In	  addition,	  Datuk	  Dr	  Abu	  Bakar	  also	  directed	  CyberSecurity	  Malaysia,	  to	  render	  assistance	  to	  
recover	  data	  that	  flood	  victims	  have	  lost	  as	  a	  result	  of	  computer	  damage.	  

He	   said,	   usually,	   data	   recovery	   services	   are	   chargeable.	   Even	   though	   private	   sector	  
businesses	  in	  the	  flood-‐hit	  areas	  also	  require	  data	  recovery	  services,	  priority	  will	  be	  given	  to	  
civilians	  first.	  



	   	  

He	  said	  the	  data	  recovery	  service	  centre	  will	  be	  set	  up	  first	  in	  Gua	  Musang	  and	  Kuala	  Krai.	  

Complete	  Disaster	  Prevention	  Mechanism	  

When	  asked	  about	  the	  ineffectiveness	  of	  flood	  alert	  system	  for	  not	  being	  able	  to	  project	  the	  
number	  of	  victim	  to	  enable	  evacuation,	  Datuk	  Dr	  Abu	  Bakar	  said	  that	  Malaysia	  possesses	  a	  
comprehensive	   flood	   alert	  mechanism,	   but	   due	   to	   the	   swiftness	   in	  which	   the	   flood	  water	  
was	  rising,	  some	  victims	  did	  not	  have	  sufficient	  time	  to	  evacuate	  to	  government	  designated	  
temporary	   shelter	   and	   registration	   centre	   thus	   causing	   a	   time	   lag	   in	   tabulating	  number	  of	  
flood	  victims	  and	  dispensing	  aid.	  

The	  press	  conference	  was	  also	  attended	  by	  Chairman	  of	  CyberSecurity	  Malaysia	  Tan	  Sri	  Dato’	  
Seri	  Panglima	  Mohd	  Azumi	  and	  CEO	  Dr	  Amirudin.	  
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