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CyberSecurity Malaysia Launches Malware Research Centre 

Facility primed to be the national centre of excellence in malware research and cyber security education

KUALA LUMPUR, 1 December – Safe computing practices have been brought to the fore in Malaysia with the launch of the CyberSecurity Malaysia Malware Research Centre in Kuala Lumpur today. 


Armed with the objective of ensuring Malaysians are prepared and protected against malware, the CyberSecurity Malaysia Malware Research Centre is tasked with researching better techniques to detect and mitigate the ongoing threat of malware, as well as threat analysis and investigation of new, emerging malware. The centre will also be responsible for issuing advisories and alerts on malware information, initiating scientific collaborations with local and international partners, and developing the expertise to enhance the nation’s capabilities to deal with malware.


Malware, an abbreviation for 'malicious software', is designed to infiltrate or damage a computer system without the owner's informed consent, and is a general term used by computer professionals to mean a variety of hostile, intrusive, or annoying software or programme codes such as computer viruses and data-stealing software.

Speaking at the Malware Research Centre launch, YB Datuk Seri Dr. Maximus Johnity Ongkili, Minister of Science, Technology & Innovation (MOSTI) said: “Every Malaysian should be more aware of computer security and safety issues, as well as the available means to protect themselves and their information assets. After all, it is only with a safe and secure online Malaysia that we can collectively work towards achieving the 1Malaysia vision: becoming a high-income, knowledge-based and innovation-driven economy.” 



With approximately 16.5 million Malaysian Internet users, nearly 2.5 million Facebook users (18th in the world) and up to 50 per cent household broadband penetration by the end of 2010 according to the Government target as outlined in the Malaysian Information, Communications and Multimedia Services 886 (MyICMS886) Strategy, CyberSecurity Malaysia statistics from January to October 2009 (available via www.mycert.org.my) indicate a 87 per cent rise in the reported number of cyber incidents, with  malware incidents accounting for 7.6 per cent or 225 of the total 3,000 reported cases so far this year. 

“Computer security, which was once relegated to the realms of cyberspace, has now evolved into a very real social issue. The time has truly come for safety and security-conscious computing to be given the attention it deserves among Malaysians in the public and private spheres,” said CyberSecurity Malaysia Chief Executive Officer, Lt. Col. Husin bin Jazri (Retired). “In recognition of World Computer Security Day (WCSD) and with the launch of the Malware Research Centre, CyberSecurity Malaysia aims to educate Malaysians on cyber threats and how individual users must play their part to avoid becoming victims of cyber crime.” 


The CyberSecurity Malaysia Malware Research Centre was launched during a lunch reception hosted to celebrate the successful rollout of several other activities lined up for the day, namely the INFOSECURITY.my seminar, the FIRST-TC seminar, and the commencement of the first ASEAN Youth Cyber Volunteers course. These activities were part of CyberSecurity Malaysia’s initiatives to commemorate WCSD, an annual event observed worldwide initiated in 1988 by the non-profit Association for Computer Security Day to help raise awareness of computer related security issues. 


With the theme “Computer Security is Everyone’s Responsibility”, WCSD 2009 marks the first time WCSD is being observed in a big way in Malaysia, with several events organized by CyberSecurity Malaysia throughout November and December to communicate how individual users are responsible in protecting information assets and resources, and to inculcate the practice of safe computing.    


About CyberSecurity Malaysia

CyberSecurity Malaysia is the national cyber security specialist centre under the purview of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI), Malaysia. The services include:

· Digital Forensics / CyberCSI™

· Malaysia’s Computer Emergency Response Team (MyCERT) / Cyber999™

· Security Management and Best Practices 

· Security Assurance

· Malaysia Common Criteria Certification Body (MyCB)

· Cyber Security Training and Professional Certification 

· Outreach, Awareness, and Social Responsibility Programmes

· Cyber Security Policy and Legal Research

For more information about CyberSecurity Malaysia, please visit website at www.cybersecurity.my. To report cyber incidents such as harassment, fraud or intrusion to our Cyber999™ service, you may email to cyber999@cybersecurity.my
Issued on behalf of CyberSecurity Malaysia by communication consultancy Hill & Knowlton. For more information on our clients and CyberSecurity Malaysia media release/pictures, please visit www.cybersecurity.my or contact CyberSecurity Malaysia’s Mohd Shamil Mohd Yusoff and Sandra Isnaji (+603.8946.0999 ext 0895/0867 or shamil@cybersecurity.my / sandra@cybersecurity.my) 
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